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PREFACE. 


LE Y Deſiga in this Treas, is to 
prevent the intermixin of Spe- 
coulative and chimerical Whim- 

iiees wich certain and evident 

Truths; by which I underſtand 
fuch things as have 3 full Approbation 
of our Faculties, and e by Ex- 
periments and Obſervations. 

L hope Lanny ha aljoly 4 among ſo ma- 
of more conſummate Philoſophers, 

hyficians and Criticks, to offer my Mite, 
ſince a Stander-by may ſametimes per- 
haps ſee more of the Game: than he that 
plays it. Eſpecially if I may be allowd 

to have a ſuthicient Knowledge of thoſe 
9 Anatomy, Materia Medica, 
and Natural Philoophy, which are ne- 
ceſfary to diſcover the hidden Sources of 
Diſtempers, and the Nature of Remedies 
proper to remove thoſe Diſorders. 
mL. Tho' 


The PREFACE. 


Tho the taking of Quick-filver in all 
Cafes and Circumſtances alike, is become 
a Faſhion, and has ſo far prevailed amo at 
the Populace as to carry with it almo 
an univerſal Approbation and Conſent: 
And, tho' Mercurius Alcaliſatus is ſo mo- 
diſh a Medicine, and ſo much extoll'd by 
ſome of the Faculty ; as is alſo Agua Ar- 
gentea or Silver Water; Yet till we have 
fuller Evidence of the Succeſs of them, 
both-with regard to the ſafety and the 
certainty of their entering the Lacteals to 
mix with the Blood, or what Feats extra- 
ordinary they produce in the Ductus Ali 
mentalis or firſt Paſſages; we ought to 
ſuſpend our Judgment and not be over 
E in encouraging a Practice which 
does not ſeem as yet ſufficiently ſupport- 
ed either by Reaſon or Fact. 

For we are told that he that wantonly 
tranſgreſſeth in taking what may prejudice 
Health, is guilty of a Degree of Self- Mur- 
der, and a perſeverence therein after ſelf- 
evident Danger is direct Suicide. And it 
is well known that the beſt Remedies have 
their Nocumenta (ml prodeſt, quod non læ- 
dere poffit idem) when ill-adminiſter'd, 

over- doſed or abus d thro' Folly and Igno- 


rance; Some Poiſons being ſo only by 
their Quantity, | | 


The PREFACE. 


I ſhall not only ſhew the Unreaſonable- 


neſs of Preſcribing crude Mercury per ſe, 
as a Potion; (in order to be convey'd into 
the Blood with any certainty) but ſhall 
likewiſe juſtly condemn the famous Speci- 


fick Mercurius Alcahſatus, and the Silver 


Water: And demonſtrate which of the 
mercurial Claſs taken into the Body operate 


in the Prime Vie, and which be that paſs 


the Lacteals, and operate in the moſt mi- 

nute Receſſes of the Body. 
Mercury ſometimes gets into the Blood 

when taken per ſe, but che Quantity is un- 


certain, for it is per accidens that ſome Par- 


ticles are render'd ſo minute by the Struc- 
ture and Mechaniſm of the Ventricle and 
Inteſtines, as to become ſpecifically ligh- 
ter than the inteſtinal Fluids, and ſuſpend- 
ed therein, and thereby convey'd into the 


Blood. And this is confirm'd by Numbers 
daily Experimenting (or impunò ludere de 


corio humano) and from the Account we 


have of its Effects from its chief * Vora-- 


ries and Advocates. 


Here I may with Archimedes the Geome- 
trician (when he had ſolv'd the King's Pro- 
blem ) cry out Eu e. For I have found 


out a certain Method of introducing 
Quick-filver internally into the Blood (and 


*A4 mechani- 
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The PREFACE. 


mechanically explain'd the Manner of it) 


not fo much by the Aſſiſtance of Algebra, | 


(reducing phyfical Quantities and Numbers 
in the Body of Man, to a Mathematical 
Standard;) But by the help of the Specu- 
lative and Practical part of Chymical and 


Galenical Pharmacy, which are undoubt- 


edly ſome of the moſt indiſpenſible Quali- 

fications of a true Phyſician. TE 
Chymiſtry is become exceeding uſeful 

in all the Parts of natural Philoſophy; to 


Vit, Speculative Philoſophy is made prac- 
tical, for at the ſame time it explains things, 


it actually exhibits them to the Eye. And 


this is the Philoſophy ſo much recom- 
mended by the ſagacious Verulam. And 
iris by means of Chymiſtry, that Sir Ih 
Newton has made a great part of his ſurpriz- 
ing Diſcoveries in natural Philoſophy, &c. 


By this Diſcovery we have a proper Suc- 


cedaneum in lieu of thoſe Mercurial Medi- 
cines that have been injudiciouſſy amaſs'd 

together, and ought to be expung d: For 

it will anſwer all the Intentions of Cure, 


as being render d Soluble or capable of 


Suſpenſion in the Fluids of the Body, and 
ſubjected to the Laws of Circulation; and 
this, Candidus imperti. 
And it will be a means to remove ſome 


of the moſt obſtinate chronic Diſtempers, 
by Virtue of its de- obſtruent Power: (but 
: always 
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The PREPACE. 
always obſerving the neceffary Rules of 
Caution in the Adminiſtration of Mercuri- 
al Medicinesin Hectical and Plethorick Ha- 
bits) And, it will prevent the too frequent 
neceſſity of uſing the extirpating Knife or 
impeſthume Lancet. For all Tumours, 
Puſtules, Ulcers, and Diſcolorations (are 
but the Effects of ſome kind of Obſtructi- 
on or other) of whatever Nature or Kind, 
by the Ufe of this Medicine may be dif- 
ated and remov'd, and the Solids recover 
their due Oſeillation, and the Fluids their 
Fluidity. 
Bur I dare not fines my felf that this 
my Labeur ſhall be exem hg from the 
ordinary Fate of Cenſure: For there have 
been no Truths yet difcover'd, which have 
not been queſtian'd and oppoſed. Such 
is the Power of Prejudices and Prepoſſeffi- 
ons, that they will very often bear down 
the moft flagrant Evidences of Senſe, and 
oblige Men by falſe Gloſſes even to aſſent 
to fuch Things as in their own Nature 
are real Abſurdities; as may be inſtanc'd in 
ſeveral Philoſophical Matters. 
Ih here is nothing which the Antients in 
general held in more Contempt and De- 
teſtation, than the judgment of the Po- 
pulace. The Stateſman refus'd to ſubmit 
his Deſign to it; the Philoſopher ſcorn'd 
to have his Opinion canvafs d by it; nor 
would 


The PREFACE, 
would the Poet ever allow it to be th 
Teſt of his Fancy. oof 

Herein I ſhall copy after em by laying 
down the many Experiments and Obſer- 
vations I have made in order to diſcover 
the real Properties and Virtues of Mer- 
curial Medicines, and ſubmit them to 
the Cenſure of the moſt Illuſtrious the 
Royal College of Phyſicians in London. 
For there is no Compoſition under the 
Sun, which has, or ſhall come within their 
Speculation, but their Cenſure, Diſeſteem, 
and Contempt will always over-balance. 

It may be expected, perhaps, that I 
ſhou'd give an Hiſtorical Account of the 
Succeſs of this new Method of introducing 
Quick-filver intergally into the Blood; 
but inſtead of that, having not had ſuffi- 
cient time to make many Trials, (yet 
ſufficient to convince me that it is the 
beſt Method to exert its Power, in its na- 
tive Dreſs of any hitherto diſcover'd) I 
ſhall conclude my Preface with the fol- 
lowing Motto, . 8 


Nullius in Verba. 
Read, Judge, and Try. 
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8 Dill-ctation | 


UPON THE 


| e of the Preparation of Mercurial | 
' Medicines, and their Operation in 
Human Bodies, & E. 


We * 


r DICINEs have their Riſe and 
bODeclenſions like our Faſhions, 
without any Shew of any true 
Principle, either as to the Man- 
ner of Preparation and Com- 
; poſition, or Intention of Cure. But Time 
wears out the Figments of Opinion, and 
onfirms ſuch Notions that are grounded 
upon true Judgment and the Nature of 
hings. | 
The Tradicjongl Account of the Vir- 
1 Jtues of any Drug or Medicine, that is 
not confirm'd to us by Experiment and 
Obſervation, may be liable ro be worn 
but by Time : Whereas a Judgment of 
| B Nature, 


8 


Friben | 
Knowledge in Chymiſtry. 


A Critical Diſſertation 


Nature, built on the Verity of : Things, 


will continue as long as Nature it ſelf. 
. Tho' Mercury or Quick-filver has long 
had a ſhare in Medicine, fo as to be 


rank d among the capital ones; yet thoſe 


Preparations, which are in order to con- 
vey it internally into the Blood, retaining 
its metalline Texture and Properties, ſeem 
nat to be rightly underſtogd, and to fall 


ſhort of the Intention: And its Modus 


Operandi in its native Dreſs, when taken 
by the Mouth, has not been ſufficiently 
explain'd. LE 
And this I ſhall demonſtrate in the 
following Diſcourſe by Experiments and 
Obſervations; ſome of the mercurial Claſs 
having eſcaped the late Diſquiſitions and 
were in the Materia Medica. 
The juſtly admir'd Reafonings and Po- 


liteneſs of the preſent Age, from the A(- 
fiſtances of Geometry and Mechanicks, 
has aud the Darkneſs and Obſcu- 


rity in Chymical and Galenical Pharmacy, 
whereby we are taught the Methodus Præ- 
a, 


di, Which intirely depends upon a 


For by Chymiſtry we are capable of 
forming a juſt Rationale, and of judging 
what Medicines are ſoluble in the Fluids 
of the Body, and how to render others 
lo: And it is by chymical Experiments 

| - we 


por Mercurial Medicines. 
we learn the Action of one Body upon 
another; and the Effects produced by 
thoſe Actions. „% 8 
It is undeniably true, that the Nature 


and Properties of this Metal, when Crude 


and in a Compound State, and the Man- 
ner of its Operation, when admitted in- 
to the * Blood, are accounted for with 


ſuch Exactneſs and Accuracy, by the 


Rules of Mechaniſm and the Laws of 
otion, even to the Evidence of a De- 


monſtration, that there is no room left 


to add, or to further illuſtrate the ſame. 


| Before I begin with the Manner of its 


Preparation, and Operation in human 
Bodies ; I ſhall give a ſhort Account how 
it is produe'd., The Method of its Pu- 


rification, and the diſmal Effects attend- 


ing the Refiners, or thoſe People that 


work in thoſe Mines, and the Precau- 
tion they uſe. 


Mercury is either found an actual runs 
ning Form; in the Mines, and thence 
called Virgin Mercury; or elſe it is 
forc'd out of mineral Bodies by Diſtil- 


lation. The greateſt part of theſe mi- 


neral Bodies are of the Nature of Cin- 
nabar, tho mix d along with a deal of 
B 2 groſs 
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A Grnical Diſſertation 


_ groſs, earthy Matter: but others again 


are merely ſtony. 

The Method of Puri of it from 
the Saturnine, Antimonia}, Biſmuthine, 
or Arſenical Concretions that adhere to 
it, is by paſſing and repaſſing of it fre- 
quently through Chamois Leather. But 
the beſt way is by rubbing it well in a 
glaſs Mortar with Vinegar and Salt, then 
waſhing it off with Spirit of Wine. But 


the very beſt way of all ſeems to be by 


reviving it out of Cinnabar, Sublimate, 
Precipitate, or an Amalgama. 

To prove, its Purification is by chaſing 
the Mercury out of a ſilver Spoon by 
the Heat of Fire; and if it leaves no- 
thing behind but a white or yellowiſh 
Spot, it is thought to be fine and good. 


But if it leave any kind of Subſtance that 


will not evaporate, or a black and dark 
Spot in the Spoon, it is adulterated, or 
not well purify d. TY 

The following Account ſhews how 
noxious and injurious it is to thoſe mi- 
ſerable People condemn'd or hir'd to work 
in thoſe Mines, and in the Preparation, or 
rather Separation of this Metal: If it fixes 
upon the Solids, as muſculous or tendinous 
Parts, cauſes Soreneſs, Lameneſs, Sc. If 
upon che Nerves, cauſing Palſies, Spaſms, 
Contractions, Ec. If the Spinalis Medulla, 


and. 
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and the Brain, cauſing Convulſions, Apo- 
plexies, Sc. If upon the Perioftea or 
Bones, acute Pains, Soreneſs, Caries or 


| Rortenneſs ſucceed, (Sc. 


But when the Mercury has once-gotten 
th aſcendant in the Body, their "Teeth 
drop out, and they ſoon become Paralytic 
and die Hectic; and that by increaſing the 


natural Diſcharges. 


The Precaution they uſe, is to hold a 
piece of Gold in the Mouth, to imbibe 
the Effluvia (Aurum enim ſud naturd at- 


 trahit potenter Mercurium, ub: etiam lati- 


tantem, & ei ſeſe immiſeet) and intercept 
their Paſſage into the Body, which Me- 
thod too often proves abortive, from the 
innumerable Particles which eſcape into 
the Body (by Inſpiration) floating in the 


Medium Air. 


Hence it is chat Aurum Fulda: iS 
ſaid to check the Activity of Mercury, fo 
as to be uſeful in lowering a Salivation 
when there is Occaſion. But, though the 
Mercurial Euvia does amalgam with 


- Gold in the Mouth, yet it cannot be 


ſuſpended in the E luids of the Body. 

The Nature of Hydrargyrum or Quick- 
filver has not been hitherto analytically 
explain d; and having cluded the com- 
mon Inſtruments of chymical Analyſis, 
ſome would have it to be the moſt dim- 
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ple of all Bodies, and one of the Elemen- 


_ tary Principles, of which a natural or mix d 


Body is compoſed. 


Mr. Homberg is of Opinion, that it can- 


not be decompounded or reduc'd into 
Simpler Parts, not but fhat he thinks it 
a Compound, hut becauſe the Method of 
decompounding of it has not been yer dif- 


cover'd. But Helmont tells us, that it is. 


nothing but a Metal join'd to a large 
Proportion of a“ Saline and Earthy Sub- 


ſtance, that eaſily aſſimilates with Me+ 


tals. But Paracelſus farther ſays, that 
Mercury is an Element generated from 
Sea-Salr. 5 | 
This is much confirm'd in the Prepa- 
ration of Præcipitatum per ſe ; for this by 
the ſole Action of the Fire is ſublim'd, 


and adheres ro the Top or upper Part of 


the Veſſel, in Form of 2 Friable, ſhining 
red Needles or Cryſtals; (Meraurius fine 
ulla additione certi inſtrumenti per ſe re- 


* 


aigitur in Cinnabarim rubicundiſimam Þ+) 
| 85 the 
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vide Soliloquium Salium Philippi Finelli, de Sale 


Hyarargyronis. 
+ Vide Ofvald. Croll. Baſil. Cbym. 


has invented ſuch a curious Glaſs-Veſſel for this pur- 
poſe: (exceeding any hitherto deſcrib'd) both for 
acilitating the Operation, and leſſening the uſaal 
Conſumption of Mercury during the Preparation. 


x 


— Mr. Ambroſe Godfrey (Junior) Chymilt, 
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the Sulphurous Prineiple being in a great 
meaſure exhauſted or chas'd away, the 
Saline Principle ſhoots like ſo many Pins 
thro' its Spheres, and thereby deſtroys its 
Fluidity. The Cauſe aſſign'd by ſome, is, 


that the Mercurial Particles uniting and 


aflociating with Fire, form minute Con- 
cretions, &c. | | 1 85 
From this Preparation it appears that 
Mercury is a Compound, and by a pro- 
per management of this Sublimate and 
the foory Powder * that remains in funds | 
after Sublimation; it may be farther ma- 
nifefted, and its Principles diſeover d, 
though all Attempts Richerto to veſolve 
Mercury into its component Parts have 
prov d ineffeual. — : 
This Metamorphoſis! or Tranſmutation 
of the metallic Proteus, Mercury, is 
like alt other Preparations of it (by what- 
ever means effected) liable to be reſtor d 
to its numerical Self: This particularly 
by expoſing it to the Focus upon Char- 
coal, it re- aſſumes immediately its me- 
tallic Brightneſs and Fluidity, and be- 
comes Quick: ſilver; the Coat having fur- 
niſh'd it wich the Sulphurous Part or 
B 4 Principle 
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Principle (which gives it Fluxility) chat 
the Fire had before depriv'd it of. 
My chief Aim here, is to enquire into 
the Nature and Manner of the Operation 
of Hydrargyrum or Quick: ſilver, (when 
current) Mercurius Alcaliſatus, and Agua 
Argentea, in human Bodies; and how 
far we may depend upon them in order 
to cure Diſeaſes. N 
But before we proceed we are to ſhew 
the Manner of preparing theſe Medi- 
cines: Quick-filver has generally no other 
Preparation (after it is come to England) 
than what the Druggiſt is pleaſed to be- 
ſtow upon it; and that probably no more 
than paſſing it thro' Leather. And the 
Preparation of & Aqua Argentea, is only 
boiling Water with a ſmall Proportion of 
Quick-filver in it. But Mercurius Al- 
caliſatus is prepared as followeth: 


K. Mercur. Crud. per Cor. trajetd, P iii. 
Oculor. Cancror. Preparat. P. Ve. 
M. F. Pulvis bene terendo. 


This Preparation will require 8 
Hours or Tye Tricuration - before the 


In gredients 


_ 


$ Quick-ſi ſilver boibd! in Say wherc by the rd 
_ loſes not the lealt eltimable Sn P 


7 _y * | Aint - 


upon Mercurial Medicines, 


Ingredients are incorporated. Quick-fil- 


ver eaſily embodies with Mineral Acids, 


Sulphur and Turpentine. The former 


by virtue of their Acidity, and the two 


latter from their conſiſting of ramous and 
flexible Parts. 


Moreover it will incorporate with in- 


ſipid Calxes, (but not with Water by 


boiling) but will not indifferently hold 
Quick-filver ſo long as ſaline and acid 
Bodies; what the Calxes of Gold and Sil- 
ver may do, I ſhall leave to them that 
haye made all the Enquiry into the Na- 
ture "I Metals human Induſtry i is capa- 
ble o 


It is well known chat it will amalgam | 


with Metals that deſtroy Acids; but if 
we take almoſt any Calx or Earth not 


too dry, you may rub Mercury in it fo 


as to loſe Sight of it, and as no one 


ſhall be able to ſeparate i it but by Fire: 
Every true Definition, according to the 


Doctrine of the Philoſopher, muſt con- 
fiſt ex Genere & Differentid: 


But, becauſe we many times want the 
effencial or true Differences, it is lawful 


for us to ſubſtirute the Proper : ies: (which, 


in my Opinion, are the moſt certain 
Foundation of all the Knowledge we can 
have of Nature, while we can ſee onl 
a few Links of the Univerſal Chain) 


Therefore, 
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Therefore, if we look into the Properties 
of Quick-filver, they will lead us into 

the Knowledge how it operates in the 
Prime: Vie, and what is moſt likely to 
render it liable to enter the Lacteals, &c. 
Its Properties are Simplicity, Volati- 
lity, Fluidity, Diviſibility, Ponderofity, 
ſuſceptible of the greareſt degree of Heat 
and Cold of all Fluids, void of Acrimo- 
ny, diffolves almoſt in all Acids, and 
unites its ſelf with em; at leaſt with all 
mineral Acids. | 
Its Simplicity is a Property aſcrib'd to 
it, for want of a Method of decompound- 
„ 85 | 
Its Volatility is not producible by any 
leſſer Degree of Hear than that of Sand: 
Its Particles being incapable of a ſudden 
Rarefaction becauſe of their Solidity. -” 

Its Fluidity proceeds from the Rotun- 
dity of its Parts, whereby they ſeparate 
and recede from each other by the ſmal- 
leſt Foree; eonſequently, of all Bodies, 
it is that whoſe parts cohere the leaſt, or 
are the leaſt tenacious. i oy 

Its Separability or Divifibiliey likewiſe 
proceeds from rhe ſame Cauſe as thar of 
its Fluidity: That is, there is ſearce 
any Coheſion ar all, in the Parts of Mer 
cury, therefore the moſt fluid of all 


Ul 


Its 
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Its Ponderoſity alſo proceeds accord - 


ing to the trite Maxim in Phyſick, that 
the Matter of Bodies is proportionable to 


their Weight; or that Weight of any Bo- 


dy is as its Subſtance. That is the ſpe- 
cifick or relative Gravity, by which one 
Body is heavier than another of the 


fame Dimenſion, is always as the Quan- 


| tity of Matter under chat Dimenſion. 
Its being ſuſceptible of the greateſt 


Degree of Heat and Cold of all Fluids, 


ariſes from its Gravity; for the Heat 
and Cold of all Bodies, is, ceteris pari- 
bus, as their Weights: 

Its being void of Acrimony, aviſes from 
its Sphericity, Polture or Smoothneſs; 
having no Angles whoſe Aſperity are ne- 
ceſſary to act as Stimuli: And us Pro- 
perty of diſſolv ing and uniting with Acids, 
from its alcaline Nature. | a 
Out of all theſe Properties already 
mention d there are very few, which with 


Shew or Colour of Reaſon. can produce 
any valvable Effects, or have the leaſt 


chance thereunto; and they be Diviſibi- 


lity, Ponderofity, Frigidity, and its uni- 


ting with, and deſtroying of Acids. 
From its Diviſihility (which is one of 
the Charadteniſticks of Mercury), by its 


fall into the Stomach, iv may per acct» 
ens By: into ſmall Globules, and by its 


tumbling 


— — 
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tumbling or rolling over the Aſcent of the 
Stomach into the Duodenum, each of 
which may fly again into leſſer Globules: 
Thus by frequently aſcending over the 
manifold Gyration or Convolution of the 
Inteſtines between the Oęſophagus and 
Rectum, particularly when it paſſes the 
Colon, its Spheres may be infinitely re- 
ed.. e 3 

On theſe Conſiderations, and the Val- 
vule Conni ventes, or the Wrinkles and 
Plaits agitating and incorporating it with 
the viſcid Saliva and glandular Juice of 
the Stomach: and Inteſtines, by the con- 


fant and uniform Vermicular or Worm- 


like Motion of thoſe Parts : So that ſome 


of the ſmalleſt Particles may become 


ſpecifically lighter than the Fluids that 


enter the inviſible Orifices of the Lacteals, 


and be ſuſpended therein; and by that 


means, and by its Weight forcing open 


the Mouths of the Lacteals, it may be 
tranſmitted into the Blood,  _ 

No we come to conſider that of Pon- 
derofity, whence follows a more ſudden 
Deſcent of the Alvi feces. thro' the In- 
teſtines; and from this Property, it be- 
comes . in the Voluulus or Iliack 
Paſſion, which is a twiſting of the Gut 
Thum, or one Part enters the Cavity of 
the Part immediately below or above, and 


by 
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by this Principle of Gravity it doth ſome. . 


time reduce em. Moreover by the ſame 
Property and that of Diviſibility, it will 
cure a Coſtiveneſs whether natural or 
acquired. 5 „„ 
In the next place we are to conſider 
its Frigidity, from which Property (when 
taken jejuno Ventriculo, or upon an emp- 
ty Stomach) a ſudden ſenſe of Cold; and 
thence may ariſe more frequent Con- 
tractions and Vibrations of the Solids (in- 
vigorating and promoting the Periſtaltic 


Motion of the Guts) and this communi- 


cated to the Emporium or intelligent Prin- 


ciple in the Brain; and thence propa- 
gated to other Parts of the Body; and 


where the proper Tenſion or Tone of 


the Solids is wanting, it may be of ſome 
Serie FR, 


And laſtly, as to the other Property of 
its uniting with almoſt all Acids, it may 


deſtroy the Acidity, the Corrofiveneſs, 
and Pointedneſs of the whole Liquors of 
the Body, wherever it meets with em: 
All the other Properties can neither alter 
the Animal Humours, not affect the Sen- 
ſible Parts; therefore can have no me- 
dicinal Virtues, and no great Matters in 


way of Cure can be expected from em: 


After we have learnt the Properties of 
this Metal, we ſhall be better able to ac- 
N count 
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count for its Manner of operating, and 
| how far it may be of ſervice in the Diſ- 
tempers wherein it is ſo highly recom- 
mended by its Advocates: The Principal 
of theſe are the Aſhma, Phthyſic, or Con- 
ſumption from diſtemper'd Lungs, the 
Stone, Barrenneſs, and the Diſeaſes of the 
Stomach and Inteſtines. . 
That ſome of the mercurial Particles 
do ſometimes enter the Blood, when taken 
inwardly per ſe, is evident from its ſil- 
verizing gold Buttons in the Shirt-ſleeve, 
and other Circumſtances. But it is very 
uncertain, for we ſee Numbers daily ex- 
perimenting (or impunò ludere de corio bu- 
mano) and taking great Quantities, with- 
out one ſingle Inſtance of its raiſing a 
Salivation, or ſcarce any Symptoms tend- 
ing thereto. - . | 
Among all the Authors I. peruſed upon 
this Occaſion, I met with only one * One 
(except our preſent Quick-filver Contro- 
verſy) which informs us that crude Mer- 
cory taken by the Mouth was wont to 
raiſe a Salivation. Sir Theodore Mayerne, 
and athers, gave to the Quantity of Six 
Ounces (in the Mz/erere mei) at a time, 
but we don't find that it had chat Effect 
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vide Itiere Poſſo, in a Tratiflation from the laſt 
Edition of Dr. Allens Sywopfis Medicine. 


or 
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_ .cola, Fracaſtorius, Wierus, Braſſauolus, 
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or ſputative Symptom. And our very 
learned and ingenious + Dr. Mead ſays, 
that he hath ſeen two Ounces of it given 
every Day for one and twenty Days to- 
gether, without any Inconvenience at all, 


and fo hath many more ||. 


Therefore there muſt be a Cauſe qua- 
lified to produce the ſame conſtant and 


- Immutable Effects, d Cauſa per /e; before 


it can be with any Certainty convey'd in- 
to the Blood. For what removes all 
Doubts, is, that the 8 of Metal 

rude, may 
generally be abſtracted from the Excre- 
ment. And if we trace Cauſes from Ef- 


fects, all this will ſeem chymerical or at 


leaſt uncertain.” © 8 
It is an Objection (already advanc d) 
that the mercurial Particles eannot get 


into the Blood in great uantities, elſe 


they would unite in the Receptaculum 


commune, and be incapable of producing 


any viſible Effect in the Body. But this 
can be of no Force, for Circulation com- 
mences at the Lacteals, and the progreſ- 
ſive Motion is carried on even in 


— 
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Ive Dr. Meads Mechanical Aecaunt of Poiſons. 


. Fallopins de Metallis, cap. 27. Georgia» Ag 
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* Receptaculum Chyli, or common Recep- 


tacle. And the mercurial Particles that 
are ſo very ſmall as to be buoy'd in the 
inteſtine Fluids, and to paſs the inviſible 
Orifices of the Lacteals, will be ſmall 
enough to be ſuſpended in the Fluids 
therein contain'd, till it is convey'd into 
the Blood in the Subclavian Vein, &c. 
That crude Mercury may cure the 


Diſtempers already mentioned, and many 


more, whoſe Cauſes and Sources lie in 


the Primæ Viz: And may allo per acci- 


dens (fince it ſometimes happens to enter 
into the Blood) cure thoſe Diſtempers ari- 


ſing from viſcid and glewy Juices which 
interrupt the Circulation, and the eaſy 


Performance of the Animal Functions: Or 


thoſe proceeding from ſome Shatpneſs or 


corroſive Quality in the Fluids. 


And all this will appear juſt and rea- 


ſonable, when it is conſider d that Life 
and Health depend upon the Secretions 
being duly performed, and that a proper 
Fluidity in the Blood, is highly neceſſary 


to procure a free and eaſy Circulation: 


And that Mercury is the moſt univerſal 


Medicine that will produce this Effect, 


whereby the Veſſels are kept always open, 
and the Cauſes of Diſeaſes cut off. 


3 


* Vide Keill's Anatomy of the Human Body a- 


bridg'd. Page 57, 58. 
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I am convinced, that crude Mercury . 
will cure an Afthma Convulſiuum: (or any 


other Diſorder ariſing from the ſame 
Cauſe) which proceeds from a very ſharp, 
cutting Armoniac Rheum, that inflames, 
corrodes, and excoriates the Oeſophagus 
and Stomach, and convels the great Sto- 
machic-Nerves, whence derives this con- 

vulſive Afthma, the Nerves of the Dia- 
phragma being likewiſe convell'd by con- 
ſent. And this it doth chiefly by — Pro- 


17 


perty of reuniting with, and deſtroying of . 


Acids. 


And when admitted into the Blood, it 


may remove Coughs, Phthiſics, Reſpiratio 
Anbheloſa, or a ;fficulty of Reſpiration, 
and A/thmas (whoſe Cauſe lies latent in 
the Lungs) for it is manifeſt by Inſpection 


and the Anatomy -of tabid Bodics, that 


moſt Diſtempers of the Lungs ariſe from 
__ an Obſtruction and Hardneſs of the Glands, 
wherewith this Part fo plentifully a- 
bounds | 

And Mercury being end 'd with the 
diffolving and deterging Property in an 
eminent Manner (which ought to be the 
primary and ſole Intention in all pulmonary 
Diſeaſes) it will keep the Fluids in a per- 


x ang and progreſſive Motion, thro' the | 


ineſt Tubes of the Lungs, &c. Hence it 
is reaſonable to believe that it will cure the 
© Phthific, 
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Phthiſic, or Conſumption from diſtem- 
per d Lungs, the Stone, Barrenneſs, and 


ſome of the Diſeaſes of the Stomach and 
Inteſtines. - „„ „ 
But we ought to illuſtrate the Matter 


from Philoſophy and Experience, for 
we know that Speculations or Reflexions 
are looked on with ſome Diffidence, till 


there have been ſome practical Experi- 
ment made of em: But there are many 
particular Propoſitions of eternal and un- 


changeable Verity, as in Logick that the 


Cauſe is always before the Effect in order 


of Nature; in Phyſicks, that all local 
Motion is by Succeſſion; in Metaphyſicks, 
that nothing can be and not be at once; 


in Mathematicks, that all right Angles are 
equal, &c. Therefore, 
In order to proceed methodically, I 


ſhall lay down ſome general Propoſitions, 


(for I dare not give them the authorita- 
tive Title of Aphoriſins) as a Baſis of the 


following Theory: And thence I ſhall de- 
duce juſt Conſequences by way of Corolla- 
ry; proving the Truth propoſed, by de- 


” monſtrating the Abſurdity or Impoſſibility 


of aſſerting the contrary. 


Prop. 1. Mercury, whether Crude or 


-otherwiſe tranſmitted into the Blood in 
due Proportion, will as certainly raiſe a 
- Salivation, as it is admitted into it; un- 
| EI leſs 
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leſs it ſhould happen to run off by the 


renal, or inteſtinal Glands, or thoſe of 


Perſpiration, (qud datd porta ruit) or either 
of them that happens to be moſt patent, 


or a Fault in the Formation and Con- 


texture of the falivary Glands; and will 
be found to paſs by the latter more or 
| Tefs according to the Largeneſs or Small- 


neſs of the Glands, and vice ver/a. 
Prop. 2. No Preparation of crude Mer- 
cury can -be tranſmitted into the Blood 
by the Lacteals, unleſs its Sphetes are ſo 
divided as to 'be render'd ſpecifically 
lighter than the Menſtruum or Fluid 


wherein it is to be ſuſpended; and the 


Subſtance that keeps the Mercurial Spheres 
aſunder, of a ready Solution in the Fluids 


of the Body. | | 
Prop. 3. No Preparation of Mercury 
can be tranſmitted into the Blood inter- 


nally, but what is ſoluble in Aqueous 


Menſtruums, for ſuch are the Fluids of 
the Body. | | 


Prop. 4. All Mercurial Preparations, 
whether they be prepared with acid Spi- 
rits, Sulphur, Turpentine, or the Te- 
cea, alter ſome of the Properties of the 


1 


Metal with its Form. 
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From the foregoing Propoſitions, it is 


undeniably evident, that Mercury taken 
by the Mouth in its native Dreſs, and 


that per ſe, cannot be ſufpended in the 
Fluids of the Inteſtines whereby it may 

ervade the Lacteals, unleſs per accidens. 
Feder can it by any means get into the 
Blood, when mixed or blended with the 
Teſtacea: The former wanting a far 
greater Attrition and Comminution than 
that ariſing from the Mechaniſm and muſ- 


culous Tunics of the Ventricle and In- 


teſtines (tho' its Diviſibility and Pondero- 
ſity doth diſpoſe it per ſe (50 ſometimes 
it happens) to open and enter the Mouths 
of the LOR and the latter being ſo 


_ envelop'd and ſo cloſely retain'd by the 


terrene Powder as not to. be ſeparated or 


diſengag'd but by the help of Fire: And 


it being the Property of neither of the 
Ingredients to attract Water, its Seat of 
Action muſt in conſequence be in the 
Primæ Viæ. And, 5 | 
Hence it likewiſe follows by neceſſary 
Conſequence that all Mercurial Prepara- 
tions, whether they be thoſe prepared 
with Sulphur, as the Cinnabars, or Athiops, 
or thoſe prepar'd with Turpentine, as the 
| 2 


* 
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Pilulæ Barbarofſe vel Ceruliæ, or Pilulæ 
de Hydrargyrio Horſtii, or thoſe of f Bel- 
hoſte's, or indeed thoſe of Dr. Turner's I at 
all times, if duly mix'd (in regard to the 


Ingredient Mercury) can be of no ſervice 


in removing any Malady, beſides choſe 
whoſe principal Source is lodg'd in the 
firſt Palos the Ventricle and Inteſtines; 
(except that of Derivation by their Action 
upon the Inteſtinal Glands) becauſe only 


the. moſt ſpiritous or the leaſt viſcid Parts 


enter the Blood; and becauſe Reſinous 


Bodies are diſſolvable in Alcohol or Spirit 


of Wine, and ſulphurous ones are ren- 
C3 ers 


+ Bellsfte informs us that his Quick-filver Pills, 
during all his Practice, never happen'd but only once to 
excite a Ptyaliſm or a flight Salivation; tho' he was 
wont to give them for ſix Months together. 

+ Dr. Zurner, in his Diſcourſe on Quick- ſilver, tells 
us, that Turpentine is the Ingredient that He makes 
uſe of to incorporate the Quickſilver: But ſometimes 


in order to 9 or to prevent any Suſpicion, it is 


rubb'd with a little Sw. Limon. Aurant. vel de Spind 
Cervin. &c. By this laſt Method, the Mercurial 
Spheres may be diſengaged, and ſet afloat in the Fluids 
of the Body, and be liable to affect the Mouth, c. 
But theſe acid Juices, in form of Syrups, ſeem to 
want the Conſiſtence and Viſcoſity which are requi- 


fite to keep the comminuted Mercurial Spheres aſun- 


der: what their Acidity nay contribute to diſpoſe 
them thereto, we may gather from its Preparations 


with mineral Acids. And it is manifeſt from Expe- 


riments that Acids attract Water, and occaſion the 
giſſolv'ꝰd Particles to mingle there with. 
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A Crmical Diſſertation 
der'd fluid and potable by Alcaline Salts, 
and theſe are not always, or indeed at any 
time, to be met with in the Body. 
And in Conſequence of all theſe Con- 
fiderations taken together, perhaps no Phy- 


fician of Judgment and Experience, but will 


tacitly allow the Truth of this Aſſertion; 
notwithſtanding eftabliſh'd Forms, and 
beaten Paths attractive Power. 
Various Hypotheſes have, and may be 
form'd relating to the Nature of this Metal; 
but we have much more ſenfible Demon- 
ſtrations of its Nature from Experiments, 
and irs well-known Properties: hence 
our Solutions are juſt and reaſonable. But 
leſt it ſhould be ſaid that we are too pre- 


_ cipitate in our Concluſions, after having 


learnt a few of the Properties of a Body 
in its Simplicity or uncompounded State; 
we think we have got all, and impoſe it 
on our ſelves to account for all the Phe- 
nomena and Effects thereof in a Com- 
pound State, or when combin'd with 


other Bodies. Let us conſider; 


Is it not demonſtrable, (and that be- 
yond Contradiction) that the Knowledge 


we have of the Preparation of this Metal 


when Hydrargyrum or Quick-ſilver, is in- 
ſufficient? For, tho' it be an active Fluid, 
it may be quite chang'd as to its Properties, 


when þlended with other things that are 


- paſſive. 


„ 


upon Mercurial Medicines. 


paſſive: Therefore we ought to have re- 
courſe to the Speculation of the Nature 
of this, or that Principle of the con- 
creted Body, their ſeveral Relations one 


with another, and their ſeveral Proper- 
ties by which they may be changed, or 


are changeable one by the other, before 
we are proper Judges of the Nature of 
the Compound. To come to the Point. 

In the Preparation of Mercurius Alca- 
Ii ſatus, the levigated and ſubtile Powder 
being mingled (by Trituration) per minima 
with the Mercury; and by adhering to its 


Surfaces, and by thus intervening between 


its Spheres, it thereby deſtroys its Flui- 


dity, and that by changing its Sphericity, 
Policure or Smoothneſs (which are ſome 
of the ſeveral Requiſites belonging to its 


Fluidity) into irregular and unequal Sur- 


faces. | | _ 
Mercury conſiſting of ſpherical Par- 
ticles, and by this Preparation (to wit, 
Trituration) it is only divided into thoſe 


of themſelves (as being ſpherical) and 


thoſe being cover'd over with the teſta- 


ceous Powder ; yet being thus blended 


and united, can neither occaſion Stimu- 


lations, Diſſolutions, or any thing that is 


neceſſary to produce a valuable Effect; ex- 
cepting that ſole Property of deſtroying 


the Acidity of the Fluids, which is the 


'C 4 Pro. 
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A Critical Diſſertation 
Property of both in an uncompounded 


State, and that only in the Prime Vie. 


We find that Mercurial Medicines vary 
their Effects in the Body, only as the 
Mercurial Globules are differently com- 
bin'd with Saks, and the Points of rheſe 
more or leſs broken by the Action of 
the Fire, in repeated Sublimations, Tri- 
turations, in burning of Spirits upon em, 
or ſuch like Management. | 


There is ſomething indeed efficacious 
in the faline Preparations, the Mercury 
being render'd ſoluble in the Fluids of the 
Body, (by virtue of the ſaline Ingredient) 
ſuch as Mercurius Sublimatus Dulcis, Pa- 
nacea, Præcipitatum Viridis, Mercurius 
Vite, Arcanum Corallinum, Turpethum Mi- 
nerale, Pulvis Principis, &c. But thoſe 
Preparations where Sulphur enters the 
Compoſition, give nothing perceptible in 
that Fo & 1 85 i 
And yet they are the Capital Medi- 
cines in chronic Caſes, to break through 
all the glandular Obſtructions, and force 
away thoſe acrimonious Humours, which 


corrode, uleerate, deform, &c. But theſe 
Preparations are feldom preſcrib'd per /e, 


but rather in conjunction with other 
Medicmes, perhaps more powerful than 


This 
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por Mercurial Medicmes. 
Thus they are become entitled to ſach 
Encommms as are generally beſtow'd upon 


them, and for want of a ſtrict Examen into 
their Properties, whether the Compoſitum, or 


any Parts or Principles of it, are capable 


of Suſpenſion in the Fluids of the Body. 
Hence it is that ſome of the moſt in- 
genious and learned Men, have imagin' d 


chat Sulphur bridles the ſenſible Appea- 


rances and Operations of moſt active Me- 
dicines: Inſtances of which in natural 
Bodies, are Aptimony and native Cinna- 
bar; in artificial ones, Æthiops Mineral, 
and Cinnabar of Antimony: In all which 
the Mercury is ſo bridled up by the Sul- 
phur, that none of their ſenäble Opera- 
tions and Appearances are felt, while 
they produce the moſt wonderful Changes 


on animal Bodies. 


It is obſervable, chat the 8 and 
Atbiops ſeem to be unactive in the Bo- 
dy; and that they ſuffer no Alteration, 


but come off with the Excrements in 
their proper Colours: the Mercury lying 
dormant in the Sulphur, contrary to the 


Opinion of thoſe who imagine the Vir- 
tues of Mercury to be exalted and raifed 
when brought into ſuch a State of In- 


 aQtiviry as renders it incapable of raiſing 


a Salivation, by being made too groſs, or 
inſoluble to enter the Lacteal Veſſels, 


and mix with the Blood. All 
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A Critical Diſſertation 
All Mercurial Preparations are thought 


to diſſolve and depurate the Blood, pe- 


netrate the utmoſt Receſles of the Body, 
deoppilate the Glands, free from obſtruct- 
ing Viſcoſity, correct the morboſe Juices; 
and for theſe Reaſons they are preſcrib'd 
againſt all cuticular Eruptions, St. An- 


_ #hony's Fire, the Itch, Arthritic-Pains, 
Aſthma's, Tubercula cruda of the Lungs, 


Ulcers and convulſive Affections, Cc. 
But upon a due Examen, we ſhall find 
that all the Preparations, where Mercury 
is combin'd with Sulphur, Turpentine, 
or the Teftacea, cannot poſſibly enter the 
Lacteals, but run untouch'd or ſuffer no 
Alteration in their paſſage through the 
Inteſtines: However the Sulphur may 


gently ſtimulate their Coats, ſolicit a 


Diſcharge of their Contents, and may 
be ferviceable by its Subtile Parts, and 


likewiſe the Turpentine. 


Both being exceeding penetrative and 
active (I mean ſome of their Principles) 
as to paſs the ſmalleſt Veſſel of the 


Glands, and to be carried to the laſt Sub- 


diviſion. of the Conſtitution. The Sul- 
phur yields the moſt piercing, active, and 
agreeable Acid in the World: Such as the 
Spirit, and Gas of Sulphur, and the like : 


And Turpentine affords that fine Æthe- 
real Oil which penetrates into the leaſt 


and 
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upon Mercurial Medicines. 
and fineſt Veſſels, and the moſt ſecret Re- 
ceſſes of the Animal Oeconomy. 

This is evident from hence, thoſe who 
take Sulphur internally, their Clothes are 
ſaid to ſmell of it, and the Money in 
their Pockets diſcolour d. And how ſoon 
do we perceive all kinds of Turpentine 
to alter the urinary Smell of the Urine, 
into a fine Violet: Thoſe Subtile and 
Ethereal Principles by their penetrating 
Nature and ſurpriſing Virtues, cure nu- 
merous, ſtubborn and obſtinate Diſtem- 


rs. | 
” Thus by the Heat of the Body only, 
theſe ſubtile Principles by their admira- 
ble Faculty, are made perceptible to the 
Smell and the Senſe; infinuating into the 
fineſt Branches of the Arteries by their 
Subtilty and Agility, adding Strength in 
their Courſe to their moving Fibres, ex- 


citing them to Motion, opening Obſtruc-. 
tions in their Way, throwing off what 


is noxious and ſuperfluous by all the 


Outilets. „ 
Itft is difficult to foreſee how the fa- 
mous Specifick Mercurius Alcaliſatus can 


be of any Service by way of Medicine to 


cure Diſeaſes, whoſe Seat are in the Blood 


or in the extreme Parts. Since it has 


been already made to appear (by the fore- 


going Propoſitions and Corollary) that it 
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A Critical Diſſertation 
cannot paſs the uſual Courſe inta the 
Lacteals, thro' all the Meanders of the 
Meſentery, the Mercury being ſo embo- 
died with the other Ingredient (which is 
inſoluble) ſo as not to be ſeparated with- 
out the help of Fire: Therefore render'd 


incapable of being ſuſpended in the Fluids 


of the Body. | 

And it is demonſtrable that neither of 
the Ingredients have .any Subtile Parts or 
Ethereal Principles, to infinuate into 
the Blood: . Belloſte, 
with his * Friends and Acquaintance, 
wou'd impoſe upon us that Quick-filver 
is extreme volatile, and that it tranſpires 
more than any other Metal, which makes 
it common in Italy ta be wore as a Pre- 
ſervative againſt the Plague, and noxious 
Vapours, &c. But we have none at home 


nor abroad fo abſurd as to 8 that 


Crabs-Eyes is not a kind of Calx, Terra 
Mortua, or Damnata, as not containing 
any ſubtile Principles. . 5 
Not unlike theſe Gentlemen, are 


thoſe with us, who preſcribe Agua Ar- 


gentea or Silver Water; imagining that 


the Mercury e the Water with 
ſuch a wonderful Virtue, tho' it loſes 
nothing 
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upon Mercurial Medicines. 


nothing perceivable in its Weight: And 


to ſupport this Chimera, they inſtance 
the Pale Perpetuæ which is nothing 


bur Regulus of Antimony, whoſe Virtue 
either in Form of a Pill, or by frequent 


Infuſions, has been imagined to be inex- 
Zr I 
But Water cannot be impregnated 
witch the Mercurial Spheres by boili 

Quick-filver therein; for the Weg 
boiling Water is inſufficient to rarify its 


Particles, and tho all Bodies are ſaid, 
when put into boiling Water to conceive 
a Heat, cæteris paribus, in proportion to 


their ſeveral ſpecifick Gravities, but Mer- 


cury alone is excepted upon account of 


its Fluxility, as not being able to ſand 
cyt : + Fire, Sc. : 
But it may by way of Eſſay be pro- 


poſed whether the Mercury by Kirkriu- 
_ gius's Method of diftilling it into a Li- 


quor or limpid Water per ſe, may not by 


that means be ſuſpended in common 


Water, its Particles being diffuſed and 


render d ſo very minute, and i{pecifically 
lighter than thoſe of Water: The Wa- 
ter to be impregnated being put into the 


connected Receivers. But, 
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I Vide Boerbaeve's New Method of Chymiſtry, 


Tranflated by P. Shaw, M. D. and E. Chambers, 
Cent. P. 3. P. 306. 
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4 Critical Diſſertation 
But the common Method, to wit, 
by boiling, can fever effect it by the moſt 
intenſe Fire: Becauſe Water by applying 
the greateſt Degree of Fire, cannot con- 
ceive a Heat above the common Stand- 
ard *: And if the Experiment was made 
in a Balneum Marie Clauſuni, or Papine's 
Digeſtor; whereby it is ſaid the Water 
becomes more intenſly Hot; yet it can- 
not be effected becauſe of the Fluxility 


and Inſtability of the Mercury prevent- 


ing its Rarefaction, Sc. es 
Is it not therefore obvious, abſurd and 


ridiculous to imagine that Quick-fflver 


doth continually emanate by Irradiation 


or atomical Efluviums? For I know of 


no Volatility it has beſides that, upon 
Diviſion of its Spheres by the impelling 
Force of Fire incteaſing the Number of 
each Particle by Rarefaction, into an in- 


finite Number; and thereby rendering it 


ſpecifically lighter than Air it ſelf? But 


when theſe rarify d Particles are con- 
denſed and brought together again (by 
the f Pelican, or ſuch like Veſſel, which 
zs illuſtrated by the Preparation of Præ- 


cipitatum per ſe:) it immediately re-aſ- 
| ; ſumes 


* 


— 


* Boiling the Standard of Heat. 85 
t A Pelican is a Veſſel whereby Diſtillation and 
Cohobation are both carried on at the ſame time: 
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upon Mercurial Medicines. 
ſumes its metallic Brightneſs and Fluidi- 


ty retaining its numerical Self, For, 
The Fire cannot immediately change 
or alter its Texture, but by repeated 


Impulſes, when confined in a proper Veſ- 


fel (then it will chaſe away and extra- 
vert its Sulphurous Principle) otherwiſe 


it wou'd go off in a Vapour, which ſhews 
its aptitude to ſeparate into ſimilar or in- 
tegral Parts, and its extreme Diviſibili 

only: Therefore how unreaſonable it 1s 
to urge and aſſure, that it tranſpires, or 


that it has any ſuch Subtile Parts or Prin- 
_ ciples in its Compoſition (when Sand 
Heat can ſcarce ſeparate or diſengage any 
of 'em) as will paſs off in Steams, &c.. 
by the Heat of the Body only, and thence 


become a Preſervative againſt the Plague 
and noxious Vapours, o.“. 


Neither Reaſon nor the Knowledge of 
the Nature of Things cou'd direct us 
to make choice of Quick- ſilver and 


Crabs-Eyes, and blend 'em together in 


order to be a Specifick, and the princi- 
pal Ingredient in Scorbutick, Rheuma- 
tick, and Venereal Caſes; and to be cry'd 


up as an infallible Medicine even in an 
Hernia Varicoſa, and in a Tumefaction 
of the Teſtes ariſing in a Gonorrhoea* ; it 


not 


| 7 The Caſe of a noble Lord. 
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in the leaſt ſubſectedd to the 
N of Motion, which is neceflary to 
convey 4 to the intended Sear of Adlon. 5 
That Medicines cure Diſtempers by 
cauſing different Impreſſions upon hog 
Stomach only, is <p difficult to ap 
Hend, if we conſider how that in 
Manner all - Senſation is itn 
touching ſeveral Ways diverſify d, Hex it 
&s allow'd by all; thar whatever Senſa- 
tion there is Si the extremity of the Fi- 
bre the fame there is at the Origin of it 
in the Brain. 
Thus by impreſſing a brisk Touch on 
the nervous Tunics of the Stomach, 
being exquiſitely Senſible, the Force 
the Medicine is thence deriv'd on to the 
minute Fibres, Membranes, Nerves and 
Brain, and ſo Fo readjy, to the Heart, 
Arteries, Sc. by its Appendixes he 
"Nerves. For the Nerves, whoſe one Ex- 
tremity is terminated at the common Sen- 
fory in the Brain, the other is inter ro- 
ven into every Point of the Searf-skin, 
the Membranes, the Coats of the Vel- 
als, the Moſcles and the other ſenfible 
Solids of the Body. | 
Beſides what I have. already aid, if 
we do but conſider the great number of 
Nerves, which is about the upper Orifice 
| of the stomach, W Senſible, 
inſomuch 


Obſervations: T 


com 
dine 


/ 
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inſomuch that Van Helmont thought that 


| the Soul had its Reſidence in that Part. 


And from thence proceeds the great Sym- 


pathy berwikt the Stomach, Head, and 
cart. OO 
* Thar a great many Sudorific, Anti- 


febrific, Anodyne, Cardiac, and Cephalic 


Th 580% : . 
| Medicines, operate or have their Seat of 


Action in the Prime Viz, particularly the 
Stomach, will ap po from the following 
o' Medicines and Medi- 


cal Operations have place chiefly on the 


Fluids, yet the Solids being the proper 


ents of Life and Animation, may, 
by cauſing different Senſations therein, 


produce diverſify Effects on the Fluids 


therein contain 
1. We ſee People | 
eating Vinegar, or Lemon-juice (which 


are ſome of the principal Ingredients in 


our Agua —_ and that by con- 
tracting the Fibres plentifully, and that 
communicated to the common Senſorium 
in the Brain, thence univerſally pro- 


pagated, whereby by theſe vellicating 
Shocks the milliary or ſudorific Glands are 


c 3 forcing thro what is in rea- 
S to paſs. | ; ” 

2. A large Doſe of the Cortex, taken 
about an Hour before the Return of an 


Ague-fit (in which 3 it cannot get out 


of 


— 


reſently ſweat upon 5 
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of the Stomach, neither to enter nor cir- 
culate with che Blood) will prevent its 
Return, and that by bracing the Veſſels 
and penning up the Humours, and pre- 
venting the Eruption of che obſtructed 


| morbid: Matter into Action. 


3. In like manner do Oplates by cauſ- 
ing a pleaſing and agreeable Senſation in 
the Stomach, inſtantly remave any un- 
grateful Senſation, allay, twitching upon 
the Membranes of the Eungs and Bowels, 
and compoſe the Diſorders af the Womb, 


or Hyſterical Affections, that ariſe from 


too titillating, or too uneaſy Senſations, 
or any other uneaſy or diſagreeable Senſe. 
4. Hence it is, that wat in a er 
Ps is a Cordial muſt be alſo . 
lic, as the Head has the principal Share 


in agreeable Senſations. © And indeed in 


ſome reſpects whatever is grateful to the 
Solids in any Part, may 4 termid Ce- 
phalic, fince the Head is the Origin, and 
the Seat of the intelligent Principle: 
whereby as it partakes of their Uneafi- 
neſſes at a Diftance, ſo it alſo very agree - 


ably ſympathizes with their. Neleaſement 
therefrom. 

We find that fame Drugs or, Simples 
have their Virtues exalted by blendi 


therewith another Ingredient, and there 


be deter whoſe Virtues are likewiſe im- 


prov'd 


: N of ſweet Sublimate. 
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prov'd by taking away or depriving em 


of their unactive Principles, wherein the 


active ones are too cloſely retain'd or 
_ wrapp'd in: And there be others that are 


not improv'd by either adding or taking 
away. But the Ingredients that com ole 
the Specifick, Mercurius Alcaliſatus (par- 
ticularly the OY) inſtead of being 
improv'd by being blended together, are 
mard. 1 
The firſt of theſe is apparent in ſweet 
Sublimate, or Calomel, that is, Mercury 


embodied with acid Salts. The next in 
Preparations of Antimony, and particu- 


larly in the Mercury Precipitate per ſe; 
whereby the Metal is deprived of its Sul- 
phur; and has left in it 2/los aculeos, its 
native Salts expoſed to act as Stimuli, not 
unlike thoſe adventitious Salts in the 


not ſo acute and pungent, and thence 
milder in Operation, and the Texture, 
Nature and Properties of the Metal are 
not quite chang d. Therefore it is ſupe- 


rior and more excellent than all the chy- 
mical Preparations of Mercury hitherto diſ- 


cover d in thoſe Diſtempers ariſing from 


an acid Cauſe, whether they proceed from 


too languid a Motion of the Fluids, or 
from the Aliments; becauſe it retains its 


Ds - edul- 


ur the Aſperity of theit Angles are 
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zs A Critical Diſſertation 
edulcorating Quality, beſides thoſe of 
gravitating and vellicating, which none of 
the other ſaline Preparations do. 

And the latter are the Cortex, Rhubarb, 
and a great many more, which we find 
by Experience anſwers better in Subſtance, 
than when their Textures are alter d by 
any means. Reſinous Tinctures and Ex- 
tracts ought to have their proper Salts, 
which Nature has endu'd them with; 
they being better able to diſſolve their 
own reſinous Parts (than by a Menſtruum, 
by the help of any other Salt) that both 
may be drawn and ſuſpended in an aque- 
ous Menſtruum, the Fluids of the Body. 
For when reſinous Subſtances are taken 
up in a vinous ſubtile Spirit they are 
depriv'd of their proper Salts, and by 4 
Mixture of an aqueous Liquor, they are 
ler fall again. To conclude, moſt of the 
Properties of Concretes are alter'd and 
chang'd with their Textures 
When all this is ſumm'd up, to wit, 
the different ways Medicines affect our 
Bodies, and the Nature, or eſſential Pro- 
perties of the Anchora Salutis, or Mer- 
curius Algaliſatus ; it may be reaſonable 
to conclude that all Propoſitions, Axioms, 
Problems or Theorems, or any Geome- 
trical or Mechanical Method whatever, 
to account for the manner of its Ope- 
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ration, beſides that of an Abſorbent (and 


that in the Prime Viæ) are all thrown 
away'; for it is not in the leaſt ſub- 
jected to the Laws of Motion, neither 


can it influence or affect the ſenſible 


Parts. The like may be ſaid of Aua 


Argentea, which in order to make ſure 
work with this Powder, is preſcribed pro 


1 


communi potu. 


Faving ꝓitherto been inveighing againſt 
the Uſe of ſome of the Mercurial Claſs, 
as being amaſs'd contrary to Reaſon and 


the Nature of Things, it is but reaſon- 
able to expect that we ſhould here ſub- 


ſtitute a proper Succedaneum in lieu of 
em: And that we ſhall do by compound- 


ing the Mercury with ſuch Subſtances 


as are conſonant to the general Propoſi- 
tions laid down, of whoſe Evidence we 

may be abſolutely certain, and from 
whence we have inferr'd a Chain of Con- 


clufions equally as certain. | 1 
Re Conf. frudt Cyngſbat. P. ill. 
59. puriſſim. P. ii. 
SHßpyr. Althea Fernel. 9. . 
M. agitetur miſtura in mortario vitreo vel 


| lapideo, ad ſeparationem totalem Hydrar- 


Ori. . | 
| There are Two Ways of applying 


crude Mercury to raiſe a Salivation; 
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the One external, by mixing it with ſome 
viſcid Matter to diyide its Spheres and keep 
em aſunder. Then it is mix d with Axungiaor 


Swines Greaſe (into an Unguent) to deſtroy 
the Viſcidity of the Matter which held 


the Mercurial. Spheres aſunder, and to re- 


lax the cutaneous Glands, whereby they 


are render d more patent and diſtractile, 
and the Mercurial Particles being thus 
looſely interſpers'd thro' the Compound, 
might the more readily enter the Pores 
of the Skin upon Friction. | 
The Manner of introducing it inter- 
nally into the Blood, with any. Certainty, 


_ . Hath lain undiſcover' d till this Day: And 
the Diſcovery of that of Unction to raiſe 


a Ptyaliſm, was owing to Chance, to wit, 
a Phyfician of Belogne, having read in 
Avicenne and Meine two Arah-Authors, 
that Mercury apply d externally was pro- 
per for the Lepra, and ſome kind of Puſ- 
rules, particularly the Scabies, or the Itch; 
had a mind to try it in a Pocky-Itch: a Sali- 
vation was thereupon unexpectedly raiſed, 
and the Patient cur'd not only of the 
Itch, but of his Pox. The ſame Arab- 
Authors obſervid, that they who drink 
crude Mercury in a large Quantity re- 
ceiv'd no hurt. And when taken in leſſer 


Doſes, it was not attended with any In- 


convenience. | 


The 


upon Mercatidl. . 


The Mercury readily incorporates with 
8 Mixture: But the Conſerve ought to 


be made from the Pulp of Hips when 
become mellow. And the Syrup ought to 


have ſome Gum Arabick and Figs in its 


Compoſition, to anſwer the Intention of 


Boerhaave, during a Salivation, to relax 


the Glands, and to render them yielding, 


| yore and diſtractile with Pfiſan or 


ecoctum Pectorale. But ſpecial Care muſt 
be taken to keep due Conſiſtence, a very 
ſmall Portion of the Syrup to render the 


' Conſerve agitable, and not to deſtroy its 


Glutinoſity, increaſing or diminiſhing the 


Proportion of Mercury to that of the 
Conſerve, according to the Intention of 


the Preſcriber. , 
When it is thus compounded, it may 


be kept in the Shops for extempora- 
neous Practice, it being a proper Ba- 
is for moſt of our EleQuaries, Bolus's 
and Pills, in what Caſes ſoever, where 


either the Cinnabars or Aithiops were 


judg'd proper; which I think is a ſuf- 


ficient Encremium. And moreover it is 
very agreeable and palatable, pleaſant, 


and grateful to the Taſte, which is but 


a ſmall Recommendation indeed; but 
when I ſay it corrects, ſucceſsfully and 


moſt effieatiouſly and ſuddenly, all Taints 


. from the venereal Virus, the 


D 5 Lues, | 
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Lues, the Itch, Leproſies, ſcorbutic, and 
ſcrophulous Ulcers ; theſe and all cuta- 
neous Foulneſſes, it radically extirpates, 
and almoſt all Diſtempers arifing from 
The Manner how crude. Mercury is 
- fometimes per accidens convey'd into the 
Blood by the Lacteals, is at preſent pret- 
ty much canvaſs d. But the Mercury 
being prepar d after this manner, there 1s 
| a Cauſe qualify'd to produce the ſame 
conſtant and immutable Effects, 2 Cauſe 
| pe ſe ; whereby it may with Certainty 
_ convey'd into the Blood internally. 
And in Confirmation thereof, and to 
prevent or obviate Scepticiſm, this Elec- 
truarium Polychreſtum (as I may juſtly call 
1t) taken fram two Scruples to a Drachm, 
twice or thrice a-day, and that for few 
Days ſucceſſively, it will occaſion a fetid 
Breath, a Soreneſs of the Mouth and Gums, 
and if perſiſted much longer will raiſe a 
Salivation, the Exceptions in Propoſition 
the firſt being excepted. 10 f 
Hence it appears too difficult a Task, 
to reduce the juſt Quantities and Propor- 


tions of crude Mercury admitted into the : 


Blood, in all Bodies, to an exact Calcu- 

lus; or to lay down a general Maxim, 
which will hold good with reſpect to all 
Conſtitutions, And to direct the Courſe 


of 


ow ' _— WF err = 
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of the Mercury to promote or increaſe 
any one Secretion as that of Salivation, 


by retarding or retaining another, is the 
work of a judicious and experienc'd Phy- 


fician. But when neither of thoſe Ex- 


ceptions that are excepted, do fruſtrate its 
conſtant and uniform my of acting. ir is 


fact that it will raiſe a Salivation, Sc. 


Therefore what remains is, - that we 
account how the Mercury being thus 


compounded enters the Lacteals, and is ca- 
ee of Suſpenſion in the Fluids of the 


y. To Ar : „ 
When the Mercury is very minutely 
and infinitely divided and incorporated 


with the other Ingredients, and that by 


agitating and pounding, the Globules are 
1 ted and placed beyond the Spheres 
of Attraction, or ſo envelop'd therein, or 
the Viſcoſity and Glutinoſity of the Con- 


ſerve, is ſuperior to that of Attraction, 


whereby they cannot ſegregate, join and 
cohere; for the Mercurial Spheres, when 
they approach and touch, or are come to 


feel each other attractive Power, will on 


Contact immediately join. And. 

Though the Particles of Mercury are 
fo cloſely retain'd by the other Ingre- 
dients, yet upon the Approach of Wa- 


ter (or any aqueous Fluid) there is a 


mutual Attraction between the ſaccharine 
3 
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or * Saline, and mucilaginous Ingredi- 
ents and the aqueous Fluid; the having 
« natural Diſpoſition to attract and join 
with each other (It being the conſtituent 
Character of a Saline Body to be diſſo. 
luble in Water, and Water is likewiſe 
the beſt Menſtruum to diſſolve Mucilagi- 
nous and Gummy Subſtances.) Hence a 
ready Solution of the Compound, and 
the Mercurial Spheres are thereby diſen- 
gaged, extricated, or unintangled; and ſet 
afloat in the Fluids of the Stomach and 
Inteſtines, and therein ſuſpended. _ 

Partly and chiefly becauſe Mercury, 
upon Diviſion of its Spheres their Gra- 
vities decreaſe in a triplicate Proportion 
of their, Diameters; but their Superficies 

only in a duplicate; and upon another 
Account the Particles of the Fluids in- 
tervening keep them from Contact. The 
mutual Attractions of its Spheres being 
inſuft.:1ent. to drive the Particles of the 
Fluids out of their Places, that the at- 
traſtir g Mercurial Particles may con- 
grega te, ſociate, and unite. And this is 
apparent when Water has got amongſt 
the Spheres of Quick: ſilver, that they 
will not eaſily unite. Be- 


* Vide Dr. Slare's Vindication of Sugars. The 

Figuse of the Salt or Cryſtal of Sugar, is a Priſm 

having T'wo Bafis oppoſite, equal, and parallel; the 
other are Parallelograms. x | 


i- Beſides what has been already ſaid, it 1H 
1g may be ſomething more than a bare 4 
in Hypotheſis, that the Conſerve or any other 8 
_ - viſcous Pulp, by, adding a greater Con- | 


1 ſiſtence to the Fluids, particularly our | 
| potable Liquors, and thence 2 greater“ | [0 
"| Reſiſtance. | (Water may diſſolve all Bo- I 


4 dies, even the heavieſt and moſt com- | 
43 pat, as Metals; inaſmuch as they are , | 


— capable of being reduc'd into a Saline [ 
id Form:) That is, cauſing the Coheſion | { 
a; of the Parts of the Fluids equal to the 

5 Exceſs, which there is of ſpecifick Gra- 
Ys vity in thoſe comminuted Mercurial 


I Particles above the Fluids: Thus it im- 
* pregnates the Chyle with its infinite 
oy {mall Particles, and by its Weight forc- 
< ing open the Mouths of the Lacteals, it 
ah is convey'd into the Blood, meeting in 
x its Paſſage with the gelatinous Lympha 
— (which 1s viſcous and clammy when 
cold) and after that the /erum of the 
t | Blood, which is ſtill a mucilaginous 
21 Fluid of equal if norfof greater deſfiity, 
f. conſequently may eaſily be buoy d therein. 
Sia The Poroſity of Water (which is the 
80 common Baſis of all Fluids except f 
* Mercury) is ſo very great, that there is 
6 . | At 
— | 6 orporis refetentia provenit à materie quantitate. 


Elementa Medicine Archibald. Pitcairn. Prop. XXX. 
+ Hales's Chymio Statical Experiments. P. 195. 
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at leaft forty times as much Space as 
Matter in it. (For it is obſerved that 


when Salt is infuſed in Water, it does 


not fill the Veſſel in proportion to its 


_ own bulk; whence it follows that there 


muſt be ſome little Spaces . between its 
Particles, to admit thoſe of the Salt.) 
Therefore its denſity may be increaſed, 


' by having its Spaces (which are fo large 


as to be pervious on all Sides) impleted 


or filled with this viſcous and faline 


Matter: The Particles wherewith the 
Element was before impregnated, to wit, 
that of the Grape or Barley, had not ſo 
ſaturated it as not to be capable of re- 
ceiving any more Matter. By theſe 
means the Mercurial Particles may be 
ſuſpended in the Chyle, enter the Lac- 
teals, and pervade the whole Habit. 
It is the Opinion of a great many, that 
te Blood with 

Quick-filver, without any ſenfible Ope- 
ration, as that of Salivation: that it 
wou'd remove the moſt obſtinate Diſ- 
eaſes. But this is not feaſible, neither by 
the help of Sulphur, nor even by any 
Preparation of Gold ; unleſs they. could 
deprive it of its ſpecifick Gravity (which 


it will retain in all Forms) by which 


inſeparable Property it produces the 
Eft. rope 8 P | 
What 


| a ſmall Treatiſe of a 
M. Chicoyneau, Chancellor of the Uni- 


pon Mercurial Medicines. 
What has put Phyſicians upon this 
way of Thinking and e was 
rench Phyſician 


verſity of Montpelier, where he doth en- 
deavour to prove, that a Salivation it ſelf 
contributes nothing to the Cure of the 


Lues, but is rather prejudicial thereto; 


and that the Salutary Effects of Mercu- 


ry are independent of any Evacuation at 
all; and that it acts purely as a Specifick. 


Tis without Reaſon, therefore, he 


urges that Venereal Patients are put to 


the Torture of a Salivation, ſince the 
full Effect of the Medicine is had with- 


out carrying Matters to that Extremity. 
The Salivation being only an Accident to 


the Cure, which 1s effectually obtain'd 
by a Mercurial Unguent rubb'd on the 
Joints in fuch Quantities, and at ſuch 


Intervals, as not to raiſe any Salivation. 
He ſupports. the whole by the Experi- 


ence of Forty or Fifty Cures wrought in 
one Year by this New Method. 

In Anſwer to which the late learned 
and experienced Phyſician Dr. Friend, in 
his Hiſtory of Phyſick, tells us, that“ Not- 
« withſtanding all the different Methods, 
« which the moſt skilful Phyſicians have 
« attempted for above two hundred Years, 
and all the bold Aſſurances the * 
| 7 ers 
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« ders Meg and Specticks har 
given out, I may ſtill venture to ſay 
« that the moſt effectual Cure in the 
<« peſt, is, when the Evil is very malig- 


<« nant and inveterate, by Salivation; and 
« not only ſo, but that Experience has 
« ſhewn us, that a Salivation rais'd by 
„ Un&tion, anſwers more certainly, in 


"ec ſuch terrible Caſes, than one produc'd 
«- by internal Medicines. Give me leave 


<« to conclude with another Remark, that 
« the great Effect, which Mercury has in 
« curing this Diſeaſe, lies chiefly, if no! 
För tlie great things have been 
« ſaid of. Unction and other Mercurial 


« Applications, eſpecially of late from 


«Montpelier, even when they have pro- 
„ duced ne Saltyarion-at all, or at leaſt a 
4 very imperfect one, there is reaſon to 


fuſpect fuch a Cure as this wou d be 


8 


only palliative.” 


* 


«© However, we are ſure the very ſame 


«© Method" Has been often try'd among 


« our ſelves, but ſeldom or never found 
c upon the beſt Obſervation to ſucceed; 
« upon the Whole, whatever Boaſts. have 
* been made in theſe later times, of find- 
ing out a more infallible Art of Curing, 
] am perſuaded it wou'd be the moſt 
. : « ſecure. 


7 


'curius Dulcis (or it muſt be 


with another kind, 


Ol 


apon Mercurial Medicines, 


«© ſecure, as well as the moſt honeſt way 


te to.tread in the a ix of our Anceſtors; 
ce who, among good Remarks they have 
a left us Concerning the Venereal Diſtem- 
« per, have ſet this down as one, that 


e the freer and larger the Salivation is, 


ce the more effectual and laſting 1s the 


or Cure.” ” 


That the Salutary Effects of Mercury, 


* 


are not independent of any Evacuation 
at all, will no doubt appear when the 
Thing is examin'd after Sanctoriuss Me- 
thod: For it frequently increaſes the uri- 


nary Diſcharge, and other ſenſible Excre- 


tions, and probably occafions the Glands 
of inſenſible Perſpiration to ſecern more 
likewiſe. And that it doth not act pure- 


ly as a Specifick, may be juſtly queſtion'd, 
_ Cures wroughth Calo 


D 1 ranted that 
it may be effected either way) which are 
Mercury diflolv'd by the Acid of Vitriol, 
and its Spheres become permanent and 


flix d. by this Pontick Liquor, or Acid 


Salt; and ſo ſaturated with it as not to 
be able to receive any more, unleſs it 
can be proy'd that it may be impregnated 
(as Water) with ſome Salts of differenc 
Species or Figure, after being ſaturated 


Till 


nel and Mer 
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Till then, it cannot be ſuppoſed that 
theſe work a Cure by Abſorbing, Obtund= | 
ing, and Blunting the Points of the Yirus || 

or malign Salts; (or as it were ſheathing | 
or wha them up in ſome of the Par- 
ticles of the Medicine) But rather ſecrer- | [4 
ed and carried off by the Emunctories, by 
virtue of the noble Evacuators : which 
by dilating the fine capillary Channels 
and increaſing the. Inipetus and Motion of 
the Fluids, they deterge and expel the 
.. morbifick Matter. — mi 
But granting tliat crude Mercury per- 
forms a Cure purely as a Specifick; as no 
doubt it doth in part, tho not ſolely, is con- 
firm'd from the * Obſervation of a Saliva- 
tion being raiſed by crude Mercury, anſwers 
more certainly: But to obviate the Ob- 
jection, it is ſaid that the internal Exhi- 
bition of Mercurials are thrown off by thx 
greater Our-lets, becauſe they dirculate 
önly thro” the greater Blood-Veſſels: And 
that, that by Inunction doth immediate- 
ly inſinuate it ſelf into the ſmalleſt Capil- 
lary ones, where its Virtue and Efficacy 
is moſt wanted. Therefore this extraot= IJ | 
dinary Effect, is chiefly aſcrib'd to the 
Manner of introducing it into the Blood, 


and not to a Specifick Virtue in the F 
ide Dr. Friend's Hiſtory of Phyſick. Vol. 2. 


Sweat and Salivation. 


upon Mercurial Medicines. 
And moreover, it is manifeſt from Rea- 


ſon and Matter of Fact, that Calomel and 


Mercurius Dulcis, given in ſmall Doſes, 
and due Intervals, (by which means they 
gradually pervade the ſmalleſt Capillary- 
Veſſels) have likewiſe perform'd great 


Cures ; tho the Mercury and acid Salt are 


in a Conjunct State, and which have aſ- 
ſumed neuter Faculties not to be depre- 
hended in either Singular; the Mercury 


_— of its alcaline Property. For, 
N 


e other Ingredient (to wit, the acid 
Salt) is ſo eminent in the Aſtrictive (by 
virtue of its Acidity) that in Hemorrhages 
both internal and external, it performs' 


what other Reſtringents or Emplaſticks . 


fail in. And Quick-filver aims at no other 
than its Weight or Gravity (unleſs that of 


deſtroying the corroſive Faculty of the 


Liquors) is capable to produce; by which 
ſole Property it will do wonders in the 


Cure of Diſeaſes. And upon its Coalition 


with an acid Salt (as in the Preparation 
of Calomel, &c.) it will remove moſt ob- 
ſtinate Diſeaſes by Vomit, Stool, Urine, 


0 3 
F 
& 


The Manner of crude Mercurys pro- 


moting Secretions is not after the ordinary 

Mode, but different from all other Medi- 
cines. For moſt, if not all, by virtue of 
the ſaline Principle that enters the Com- 
poſition, by its Subtility or attenuat- 
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thoſe Stimulations, or attenuate pri 


ſilver being (by ſpecifically. 


Increaſes the Quantity of every Secretion. 
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ing Power, that is, thinning the Fluids, 
or by the Action of which Principle upon 
the excretory Glands, contracting and 


ſqueezing em. But this, conſiſting of 
ſpherical Partieles, cou d never 


the * Pluids, either of which — 
are chiefſy and generally the Cauſe, that 
produces "theſe Effects. 

Therefore it mu be Wiely producd 
by the Momentum of its . cauſing a 
greater Velocity of the Flvids; Quick- 


heavier than Blood, nearly as Thirteen to 
One, acts in —— with a ſtronger 


Impulſe (— partiumque fuentiun motus, in 


dard proportiame ad gravitetionem, vel a 


getur vel minuitur.) and increaſes ehe Se-. 
cretions at all the Glands of the Body. 


For the Quantity 8 in ev 
Gland is in a compounded: an: en of 


the Celetity of. the Fluids: — 1 teipec 
tive Orifices; and the Orifices themielves 
of the ſeparating Canals : Hente it is: char 


_ it diſſolves univerſally the. Cabeſions of: 


the Blood, and equally and intlifferently 


One great Objection againſt the Uſe of 
crude Mercury, is, that — heavy Particles 
_ it are * to ig in 1 1 of 

the. 


* IVE FETs Fg; 
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the Fibres and Cells ef the Bones, fot 


want of being endu'd with a proper &ti- 
mulus. For the ſeveral Preparations of 


Mercury that are intimately combin'd 
with Salts, will, by the Irritation of theſe, 


be eaſily and fully thrown out at the Or- 


gans of Secretion, till the Blood is quite 
diſcharg'd of ics Load. ' 


Inftances of which we have from Me. 


Fontan. and likewiſe from Euſtachius 


Rudus, who ſay, that ſome Bodies have 
been diſſected, in which no ſmall Quan- 
tity of Quick-filver hath been collected 


in the Interſtices of the Muſcles, and Ca- 
vities of the Bones, from the Unction in 
the Laes Venerea, who notwichſtanding 
have liv'd many Years after the Unction 
in perfect Health. „ 


And Lam inform 'd by an expert Chy- 
miſt, that he, in drawing the Spirit, 


and volatile Salt, from human Skulls, 
found Quick ſilver in the Recipient after 
Diſtillation, which was lodg'd in the 
Pores and Laminæ of the Skulls. And the 
very learned and ingenious A Dr. Mead, 
has found once ſome Quantity of it in the 
Perinæum of a Subject that was taken from 


the Gallows for a Diſſection. 


We have from good Authorities, "as 


well as our own Experience, the ill Ef- 
OO . fects 


8 


+ Vide Dr. Mead's Mechanical Account of Poiſons. 
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feds of crude Mercury both inwardly and 
outwardly ; but generally it is through an 
improportionate Doſe, or the unskilful 
Preparation and I do think that we may 
judge it innoxious, if convey'd into the 
Body by the Mouth, a pure Spaniſb, or 
Hungarian Cinnabarin Mercury, that is, 
in puris naturalibus (not impregnated with 
malign Bodies, ſuch as Arſenical or Biſ- 
muthal Atoms, &c.) and that by the Ad- 
vice of the learned and skilful in the Pro- 
feſſion: but not to be given prepoſterouſly 


by Empiricks, and at random. And, 


We have in the Hiſtory of Phyſick a 
great many Inſtances of its pernicious Ef- 
fects by its lodging in ſeveral Parts of the 
Body; but the only extraordinary one, is the 
Caſe of the ingenious Dr. Francis Fuller, 
who upon wearing a Quick-filver Girdle, 


for the Cure of the Itch, (and that after an 


inconſiderate and raſh manner) was brought 


under a violent Spaſmodiok Diſtemper, 


which was ſuppoſed by himſelf and others 
to be owing to ſome Mercurial Particles 
lodg'd in ſome excretory Ducts of the Brain. 


Hut it may be reaſonable to imagine the 
Diſtemper to proceed oy or jointly from 


that Pſoradick Salt, which the Mercurial 
Particles had repelled and united themſelves 


thereto, and were tranſlated upon the Me- 


ninges 
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[1 Yide The Appendix to his Medicina Gymnaſiica, 
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ninges of the Brain, and its: Appendixes, 


the Nerves. . 
Though Quick-filver has been often 


found in the Interſtices of the Fibres, and 


Cells of the Bones when tranſmitted into 
the Body ab extra: Yet to obviate the 
like Objection when it enters the Body by 
the Lacteals (where Circulation com- 
mences) it is inſtantly carried on by the 
Force of Circulation till it paſſes off by 
ſome of the Out- lets. | | 

But when it is forc'd into the Blood 


through the Sides of the Cuticular Arte- 


ries, ſome Particles may get into the Inter- 


ſlices of the Fibres, inſinuating and pene- 
trating the Subſtance of the Nerves and 


Solids, which will alter their whole Sub- 


ſtance and Action, and fo cauſe Spaſmo- 


dick Diſtempers, or even an univerſal 
Palſy. 5 | 


Whether this is concluſive, I ſhall not 
take it upon me to determine: But we 
have reaſon to believe that in a ſhort time 
(from ſo many experimenting) we ſhall be 


better acquainted with the good or bad 
Effects of this Mineral; and whether at 
any time its heavy Particles do lodge in 
any Part of the Body, as the Cellule or 


, Veficule adipoſe, or the Interſtices of the 
Fibres, and Pores of the Skin, &c. when 
taken by the Mouth. an an 
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And that without being detrimental 
to the animal Functions. For altho' the 
T Fumes of this Mineral receiv'd by In- 
piration, may be very injurious, and cauſe 
immediate Death; yet the Heat of our 
Bodies is nor ſufficient to diſlodge or diſ- 
engage any of its Principles, or cauſe its 
active Spheres to aſcend in Vapour, Halitus, 
or Smoke, &c. = 

That Mercury may be prepar'd ſo as to 
approach the neareſt of any thing in Na- 
ture to (the Dęſiderata, or) what has been 
ſo much deſir'd, an Univerſal Medicine 
ſuited to the Cure of all Diſeaſes, will ap- 
dear when it is confider'd that the Animal 
Body is nothing but a Machine, whoſe 
Actions and Motions are all perform'd by 
Fluids ſecern d from the Blood, and that Se- 


cretion is the Spring of all Animal Functions. 


I ſay therefore, ſince Life and Health 
depend upon the Secretions, (ſo likewiſe 
muſt all Diſeaſes, which are ſaid to be uni- 


verſally in the Blood, and many of thoſe 


which affect particular Parts) and ſince the 
principal Effect of Mercury is to diſſolve 
univerſally all the Coheſions of the Blood, 


and like a Maſter-key, opens Works of dif- 


ferent Textures and Combinations; Scour- 
ing and deterging the Canals, and deſtroy- 


; ing 


+ Famns Mercurii (qui ut larvatus ſemper eſt ta- 


men Vercurins) ſtatim laryngem præcludit & conſtriu- 


git. Helmont. 
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| ing the Corroſiveneſs of the Obſtructions, 
inſomuch, that it may (in a manner) be 


juſtly called a Carholicon. For, 
Every one will readily grant that a pro- 
per Fluidity in the Blood is highly neceſ- 


fary to procure a free and equable Circu- 


lation; by means whereof, the Veſſels are 
kept always open, Obſtructions prevented, 
Excretions ſecured, Stagnations and Im- 
purities of the Juices hinder'd, and the 
Cauſes of Diſeaſes cut off. 

But whenever this free and equable Mo- 
tion is obſtructed, whether by an over- 


charge of Humours, their Viſcoſity, or by 
Weakneſs in the Spring or Tenſion of the 


moving Fibres, it becomes an immediate 


Occaſion to Diſeaſes, eſpecially thoſe we 


term Chronical: And crude Mercury tranſ- 
mitted into the Blood, may anſwer all the 


| Intentions of Cure, if aſſiſted by Chaly- 


beats, (it will adhere and amalgam to all 
other Metals, bur not ar all to Iron) the 


Cortex and other corroborating Medi- 


cines to brace the relax d Solids. And any 
Ingredient that promotes any one Secretion 
more particularly, will be a means to 


| cauſe the Mercury chiefly to affect thoſe 
Strainers, and make its Exit by them. 


Among all the Preparations of Mercury, 


none are ſo — in anſwering all the 


Intentions of Cure, as Præcipitatum per ſe: 


For beſides the Properties of Quick-filver, 
| "© ” 


it 


* 
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it has that of a Stimulus, (which cauſes the 
Part upon which it acts to contract) its 
own dalts being render'd active, quick, pe- 


netrating, and unſheath'd. And beſides 


thoſe poſſeſs d by the Panacea Mercurialis, 
Calomel, or ſweet Sublimate, it retains in 
ſome meaſure that ſingular alterative 
Virtue of the Metal when crude, which is 


ſufficiently demonſtrated by the following 


Experiment, to wit, Agua Fortis makes no 


Solution when pour'd upon Calomel, but 


readily diſſolves Præcipitatum per ſe. 

This Medicine is excellent in the Lues 
Venerea, (and in ſeveral chronic Caſes) 
where frequent Debauches and long Courſes 
of uſeleſs Phyſick, have over- relax d the So- 
lids, and brought the whole Machine into 
a kind of Maraſmus, and where the Im- 
fetus of the Blood is become ſo weak and 
languid, and its Motion ſo flow and irre- 


gular as to permit the morbific Particles to 


attract one another in the Blood, and to 


irritate the nervous Fibres more or leſs ac- 


cording 


— 


— 


** 


ä 


. 1 . 1 ' : I 
We took ſome Mercury precipitated per ſe (that. 
is by the ſole Action of 1 9 ee Senne 
Addiraments) and the crude Mercury is not as far as 
] have tried ſoluble in our Ezglifo Spirit of Salt: 
Yet this red Precipitate (which is ſuppoſed to be mere 
Mercury) with its own Sulphur extraverted did rea- 
dily enough diffolve in that Liquor. Vide Boyle's 
Experimenta & Obſervationes Phyſua. . 


* 
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its Acrimony, produce thence frequently 


Solutio continut, whence follow Pains, Tet- 
tars, Warts, Ulcers, and Shankers. 


br s 
cording to the Matter contain'd, and by 


In ſuch a Caſe, the hoſtile or offending 


Particles require to be carried off by equal 


Secretions, rather than by any one Emunc- 
tory of the Body. The Neceſſity of which 


is occaſion'd by the Effects of this Hecti- 
cal Diſpoſition, and the over Relaxation 
or Flaccidity of the muſcular Parts renders 


Nature unable to bear any particular Se- 
cretion without being attended with a 
Languor, Lipothymia, or a great Diſtur- 


bance: Therefore the leaſt Inconveniency 


follows upon equal Secretion at all the 
Emunctories. 


Io produce this good Effect, the Præ- 
cipitatum per ſe is ſo ſlight in Operation, 

in its uſual Doſe (from three Grains to ſix) 
as to be almoſt inſenſible, and hardly trou- 
bleſome, either in the firſt Paſſages, or 


when convey d into the Blood (which it 


readily is, the Mercury, being at this time 


and in this Form, render'd of a ſaline Na- 
ture, and ſoluble in the Fluids of the Body) 
whereupon all the Glands of the Body 


are as it were ſet to work, and ſcour'd of 
their Contents: So that the Venereal Salts, 


or any other offending Particles will be 
caſt off; ſome of them by inſenſible Per- 
ſpiration at the Skin, others by the Kid- 
| = neys, 


—— — —— —ñͥ 
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a larger Doſe, and to prevent its 3 
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neys, others by the many ſalival Glands; 


others by the Glands of the Inteſtines, and 
indeed by all the excretory Glands of the 


| This is not all, for by its alterative Pro- 


perty it deſtroys the Acrimony of the Hu- 


mours, and is not only ſafe, but in many 


Caſes, a grand Specifick : the Action of 
its ſaline Jpiculæ will only vellicate and 
twitch the ſenſible Membranes of the Sto- 
mach and Inteſtines; not as much, or hot 
to that Degree, as to excite them to an 
Excretion of their Contents, and at the 
ſame time perform Wonders in the Body. 

But I wou'd not be underſtood, but 


that it will prove Emetick and Cathartick, 


and even raiſe a Salivation, if it be given in 
large Doſes, of ſmall ones without due 
Intervals. And in order to prepare it for 


ing <w % xdTw, or ſalicit its Diſcha 


before it enters the Lacteals, it will be re- 


quiſite (Trituration or Levigation _ 
ſi 


firſt premiſed) to mix with it a very 


Portion of crude Opium, or the like, to 
leſſen the Stimulus (by cauſing an agree- 
able Senſation on the Stomach and Inteſ- 
tines) and to promote the Secretion by 
inſenſible Perſpiration, according to the 
Saying of Phyſicians; Opium omnes eva- 
cuationes ſupprimit præter Diaphoręſin. 


And 


Li 


e 


* F & N. 
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And likewiſe a very ſmall Portion of 
Camphire (Which is alſo ſaid to encou- 


rage a plentiful Perſpiration) to blunt the 
Irritations of the Salts, and ſheath their 


| Aſperities, and by its exquiſite Subtility to 


accompany or to follow them into the 
moſt minute Canals, that lead to the ex- 


eretory Ducts. Becauſe it will not be 


thrown off by the greater Conduits of 


Evacuation, nor merely circulate thro the 


greater Blood-Veſlels (which is very often 


the Caſe when Mercury is taken inter- 
nally) but gently and gradually inſinuate 
it ſelf into the ſmalleſt Capillary ones. 
Being compounded with theſe Addit- 
taments, which promote the inſenſible 


Diſcharge, it may become a powerful 


Medicine (equal to Dr. Miſaubin's Pilulæ, 
or any other hitherto publiſh d) to carry 


off the Remains of a Lues Venerea; for 


all experienc'd Phyficians know of how 
little Service (ſometimes) Mercurial Sali- 


vations, and the Uſe of Mercurial Prepa- 


rations, in curing the Venereal Diſeaſe is, 
without the Uſe of drying Decoctions and 


chat of warm Bathing, to diſcharge all the 


malignant Humour out of the Body; par- 
ticularly by the Glands of the Skin; which 
are the beſt and univerſal Out-lets of the 
Body. 2 is | 


To which may be added that Property 
of crude Mercury, which (this Preparati- 
: On 
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on {till retains, and) is in no way to be 
forgotten; its uniting with ang deſtroying 
of Acids. And that the infecting Matter 


(in the Lues;) is an Acid, appears by ſome 


Experiments that have been purpoſely 


made, and it is thought to be ſufficiently 


demonſtrated from the Nature of the 


grand Specifick Mercury, whoſe Property 


is ex diametro oppoſite to the Effects of 


Acids. 5 | | STR ND 
In Oppoſition to This, the learned Þ 
Boerhaave's Opinion is, That it proceeds 
c from an alcaline Cauſe, and that be- 
ce cauſe it is frequently cured by acid Ve- 
ox 3 ſuch as the Woods of Saſſa- 
t fras, Guaiacum, Box and Juniper; 


e but render'd worſe by Alkalies: So that 


* he cannot agree with thoſe who would 
e have the Specifick Cauſe of it to be an 
« Acid.” . ks x1 
But by the ſame Rule, Ejuſdem Argu- 
menti, it muſt proceed from an acid Cauſe, 
for there is no Vegetable (that we are ac- 
quainted with) that deſerves the Title Spe- 
cifick in this Diſtemper; as well as Mer- 


cury which is an Alcali. For it corrects 


ſucceſs- 


— 


* Vide Dr. Cockbarn of the Nature, Cauſe, c. of 
a Gonorrboea. P. 50. Cauſæ per chymica | mm de · 
monſi rand. Vide Petr. Joan, Fabr. apud "= | 
- | Vide Boerbague's new Method of 3 
Part 3. P. 98. Tranſlated by P. Shaw, M. D. and E. 
Chambers, Gent. 
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ſucceſsfully, and moſt efficaciouſly, and 
ſuddenly eradicates all Taints procceding 
from the Venereal Virus. 

Vet it ſeems reaſonable chat we ſhould 
conclude with this great Man: © That the 
« Specifick Cauſe is of an alcaline Nature,” 
and that the Production of this Virus can 
be aſcrib'd to no other intelligible and na- 
rural Cauſe, than. the animal Salts by the 
too violent Friction and Attrition in the 


Act of Coition; and the too frequent Re- 


petition by ſundry Agents, and the Heat 
of the Fluids (chat neceſſarily follows up- 


on Colliſion on the Impenetrability of Mat- 
ter) turning thoſe Salts which were former- 
ly ſoft and benign inte fiery, volatile, a- _ 


erid, corroſive, cauſtic and poiſonous Ones, 


ſr ficient to produce (Pandoræ Mala) 


thoſe terrible Effects and Appearances that 
attend this direful Diſtemper. And becauſe, 

The Nature of the Juices of animal Bo- 
dies being Alkaleſcent or naturally: verge to 
an Alkali or Cauſtic-Salt, by whatever 
will accelerate the Motion of the Blood 
with too great Hurry and Violence. 
The Salts of the Blood, tho Sui gene- 


ris neither Acid nor Alkali, by the Action 


and Re-aQtion of the Solids and Fluids 
( which are reciprocal ) may become 


of that cauſtic Nature, not unlike our 
potential Cautery... Laris Infernalis; fo 


as to render the Parts whereon they act 
Ade 2 80 ws WES. | " l into 
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into an E/char, to the Dryneſs of a Coat, 


a common Effect of Burning, and te eat 


away and conſume all che ſoft Parts of the 


| human Body; and in time cotrode even 


the Bones themſelves. 2 
This Diſtemper was antiently call'd 
Brenning or Burning *, and not unjuſtly 


term'ꝭ d ſo, from the many Signals of an In- 


cendium from its Effects, to wit, Shankers, 
Caries, &c. the conſtant concomitant Symp- 
toms that attend it, eſpecially in the laſt 
Stages of it, when the Solids and Fluids 


are brought to a great Degree of Putrefac- 


tion: But if the Force and Activity of 
Saline Concretions ſhould ſeem inſuffici- 
ent to produce thoſe furprizing and won- 
derful Effects and Appearances which I 


imagine or ſuppoſe that theſe animal Salts 


which are united with Sulphur, do like- 
wiſe collect and unite with Fire, (the moſt 


active energetick Principle, whereby they 
become more piercing and penetrating) 
witneſs that luminous Subſtance Php 
rus (which is the Reſult of a collected Fire) 


ee, (moſtly) from the Putrified 
e 


of Animals. | B „ 
And Fire being collected by Attrition, 
which is the primary or efficient Cauſe 


1 Aeon 1 4 3 


— 


* Vide Philoſ. Tranſ. Abr. By B. Morte, Vol. 2. 
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of this Diſtemper. And Mercury which 
- unites, deſtroys and is readily concern d 

with acid Sulphnrous Particles, (Fire's 

_ Proper Pabulun) may here be an altera- 

tive Medicine, and even a Specifick; and 

as ſuch may juſtly claim the Preheminence. 

This will be ſtill more evident, by the 
following Obſervation. When the igniculi 
of Phoſphorus are exhaled in lucid Flames; 
there remains nothing behind bur an Acid. 
Malagma like oil af. Vitriol or Sulphur 
(omne ſal e ſe aeidum eſt) the Salt is re- 

turn d into its homogene Nature and priſtine 
Property; there being but one pure and | 
univerſal Salt, that with regard to diffe- „ 
rent Saline Concretions is as a Genus to | 
Species. 5 - 

But, (with Submiſſion to the Deter- 
mination of the moſt worthy and learn- 
ed Gentlemen, to whom this Diſſertati- 

on is inſcribed:) Since it appears that both | 
Acid and Alcaline Medicines perform a | 
Cure, the Effect muſt in wee ha be ö 


produc d ſome other way beſides that of | 
the alterative Power of thefe Medicines, | 
and that by (the moſt general and effectual | 
Method of curing moſt Diſtempers, eſpe- | 
cially in Plethoric-Habits) the Facultas TT 

expultrix, excretive or expulſive Power, | 
that they are endu'd with. „ | 
Notwithſtanding the Doctrine of Acid | 
and Alcali ſo highly inculcated, even by | 

1 way 
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way of Regimen or Diet, deſumed 4. 
uvantibus & Nocentibus, viz. An Acid 5 
iſtemper yields to Alcalious Remedies, 

and a Lixivia to an Acid: As is implied 

by that trite Theorem, in Phyſick, Similia 
fimilibus conſervantur, et contraria con- 
trariis car., rs 
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